
     April 2020 Monthly Newsletter    

   Star Lake Elementary                                  Federal Way Public Schools
   

STAR     GAZER     GAZETTE 
 

Greetings Star Lake Families,  

I hope that you are all well!  We are now over a month into this new normal of remote learning and I have 
to say that while my family and I have settled into a routine, this all just still feels so strange.  I greatly 
miss seeing our Star Lake students each day! I am grateful that my family is still healthy, and my hus-
band and I are fortunate to have our 25 year old daughter staying with us for a while.  No matter how 
old your children are, as a mother, you just feel better when they are close at a time like this!  That be-
ing said, I do not have small children at home that I am trying to teach and keep busy while I am working 
full time myself.  I understand how monumental, and often overwhelming, this feels for you every day and 
I sincerely thank you for doing this truly exhausting and important work! 

This week our school district moved to the new format for remote learning.  Here’s what you should have 
received and should expect each week.  It is important to remember that while it looks and feels differ-
ent, school is still in session and learning is happening in our Star Lake Community every day! 

• You child’s teacher sent you this past Monday, and will send you every Monday, an email with the 
learning agenda for the week, the link to their classroom website, and links to class zoom meetings. 
Everything you need for learning is accessible on the teacher website. 

• Each teacher also scheduled a parent zoom meeting, or uploaded a video to their website, to explain 
to parents how to navigate the learning and activities on the site. 

• Teachers are also communicating with families through the Remind app, Google voice, and individual 
emails and 1:1 zoom meetings.   

• Our staff is working diligently each week with their grade level teams to develop instruction, lessons 
and learning activities that align with our weekly focus standards to provide exposure and access to 
new and essential concepts.  Teachers will provide feedback but will not grade this new learning. 

• In addition, our staff is developing strategies to give students who have not yet mastered standards 
that were assessed before we closed in March, the opportunity to practice and be reassessed on 
those standards.  Please watch for more information from your child’s teacher regarding small group 
and 1:1 instruction that will occur in addition to class zoom meetings. 

Thank you to all our families and students who have joined zoom meetings, have sent a Flipgrid video to 
their teacher, have been communicating through email and Remind, and who have been consistently read-
ing, and completing the lessons on iReady and those developed by their teachers.  You are keeping your 
brain active and helping yourself to be prepared when we return to our school building together. 

Please reach out to your child’s teacher or me if you are having any trouble logging in or accessing web-
sites or information on your technology or the laptops the district loaned out.  Also, please let me know if 
you still need a laptop.  Each of your families will access the instruction provided in the ways that work 
best for you and the time you have.  We are providing you with a variety of activities, options and sup-
port and thank you for the learning you are doing everyday with the time and resources you have. 

Take care of yourselves and I look forward to seeing your faces when I visit 
classroom zoom meetings. 

Best Regards, 

Kris Rennie, Principal 

 



STAFF CONTACTS/WEBSITES 
 

Name Email Position Website Link 
Kris Rennie krennie@fwps.org Principal   
Travis Geving tgeving@fwps.org Asst Principal   
Tiffany Williams tiwillia@fwps.org Counsel https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58911 

Emily Baisch ebaisch@fwps.org Kinder https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58485 

Jaime Baune  jbaune@fwps.org Kinder https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58491 

Teri Schloer tschloer@fwps.org Kinder https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58500 

Lisa Clark lclark@fwps.org 1st  https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58499 

Danielle Howson dhowson@fwps.org Kinder https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58490 

Mary Peggins mpeggins@fwps.org 1st  https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58495  

Kelli Thomason kthomaso@fwps.org 1st  https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58504 

Sherry Coleman scoleman@fwps.org 2nd  https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58501  

Velie Hall vhall@fwps.org 2nd  https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58486 

Mindy Stroud mstroud@fwps.org 2nd  https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58502 

Dana Baker dbaker@fwps.org 3rd https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58487 

Michael Friedman mfriedma@fwps.org 3rd  https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58503 

Amy Nelson amnelson@fwps.org 3rd https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58493 

Erin Cameron ebartlet@fwps.org 4th https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58489 

Evan Sanders dsanders@fwps.org 4th https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58498 

Cherie Blair cblair@fwps.org 4th/5th https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58496 

Sierra Howard showard@fwps.org 5th https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58488 

Tara Robinson tbiles@fwps.org 5th https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58494 

Wendy Rossmeier wrossmei@fwps.org K-2 FCP https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58497 

Shannon Withrow swithrow@fwps.org 3-5 FCP https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58505 

Matt Garcia mgarcia@fwps.org Music https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58483 

Patrick Mullins pmullins@fwps.org PE https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58067  

Amada Catabay acatabay@fwps.org Resource https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58636 

Jennifer Nelson jnelson@fwps.org Library https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58061 

Pearl Randev prandev@fwps.org ELL https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58680 

Adrian Meissner ameissner@fwps.org Intervent https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58837 

Stacie Garabrandt sgarabra@fwps.org K-3 Literacy   

Penny Peterson ppeterso@fwps.org Instruction   

Sybel Johnson syjohnso@fwps.org Health   

Dawn Rieger drieger@fwps.org Manager   

Kathy Miller kamiller@fwps.org Secretary   
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Planning for Next School Year 2020-2021 
Can you believe we are already planning for the next school year? As we work on orders for books, materials and staffing it is 
helpful to have as accurate a student count as possible. Please help us out by providing us with some very important infor-
mation. Thank You! 
Please email all your information to Kathy Miller at kamiller@fwps.org by April 24th or as soon as you receive this. 
Please email the following information for all current Star Lake students. 
Student’s first & last name: ___________________________Current Grade: ______ 
Current mailing address ________________________________________________ 
Will your child(ren) will be attending Star Lake next year? ____________________ 
(If you are not sure, please respond with “Maybe attending next year”) 
If your child(ren) will be attending another FWPS school, which school will they be attending? 
_____________________________________________ 
If you are moving out of the Federal Way District, which district/city/state are you moving to? 
_____________________________________________ 
STAR LAKE PARENT INPUT  
Parents often wish to share input about their child’s class placement. Since many teaching assignments change, we cannot 
take requests for specific teachers. Sharing information about your child’s needs provides the best information for successful 
placement. If you are interested in sharing information about your child’s specific needs, please add your comments. 
Comments:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you! We miss all the kids! 

 

Kathy Miller, Star Lake Data Secretary  
kamiller@fwps.org  

Planificación para el próximo año escolar 2020-2021  
¿Puedes creer que ya estamos planeando para el próximo año escolar? A medida que trabajamos en pedidos de libros, mate-

riales y personal, es útil tener un recuento de estudiantes lo más preciso posible. Ayúdenos brindándonos información muy 

importante. ¡Gracias!  

Envíe toda su información por correo electrónico a Kathy Miller a kamiller@fwps.org antes del 24 de abril o tan pronto como 

la reciba.  

Envíe por correo electrónico la siguiente información para todos los estudiantes actuales de Star Lake.  

Nombre y apellido del estudiante: ___________________________ Grado actual: ______  

Dirección postal actual ________________________________________________  

¿Asistirán sus hijos el año que viene a Star Lake? ____________________  

(Si no está seguro, responda "Tal vez asista al próximo año")  

Si sus hijos asistirán a otra escuela de FWPS, ¿a qué escuela asistirán?  

_____________________________________________  

Si se muda fuera del Distrito Federal Way, ¿a qué distrito / ciudad / estado se mudará? 

_____________________________________________  

ENTRADA DE PADRES DE STAR LAKE  

Los padres a menudo desean compartir opiniones sobre la colocación en clase de sus hijos. Dado que muchas tareas de ense-

ñanza cambian, no podemos aceptar solicitudes de maestros específicos. Compartir información sobre las necesidades de su 

hijo proporciona la mejor información para una ubicación exitosa. Si está interesado en compartir información sobre las nece-

sidades específicas de su hijo, agregue sus comentarios.  

Comentaros:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

¡Gracias! ¡Extrañamos a todos los niños!  

 

Kathy Miller, Secretario de datos de Star Lake  

kamiller@fwps.org  



NURSES NOTES 

Washington State law (RCW 28A.210.080) 
requires that all children have current im-
munization records in order to attend 
school, preschool, or child care. This is a 
new law and immunization records must 
be on file at the school, preschool or child 
care on or before the first day of attend-
ance.  This is different than previous 
years.   

If you were missing  vaccines this last year 
or are a new incoming Kindergartener, 
please make an appointment with your 
medical provider when pos-
sible and get ready for 
school this summer by 
getting your needed immun-
izations.  

Kindergarten Enrollment Is Still Open! 

Kindergarten registration for the 2020-2021 school year is open. Families with a child who will be 
five-years-old by Aug. 31, 2020 are welcome to enroll their scholar online at home. 

To enroll online, visit: www.fwps.org/onlineenrollment, and click on the “Student Registration” link to 
start the process (make sure to select the 2020-2021 school year). The following documents are 
recommended at the time of registration: 

 

• Your child’s birth certificate 

• Proof of your address (rental agreement, purchase agreement, or utility bill) 

• Your child’s immunization records  

 
If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Miller at 

253-945-4000 or kamiller@fwps.org. 

YEARBOOKS 

Our yearbooks are being put together as we 

speak. If you have ordered a yearbook, it 

will be available the middle of June. Please 

stay tuned on how we will get it to you. 

If you are still interested in getting a year-

book, please contact Mrs. Rieger 

(drieger@fwps.org) by Wednesday, April 

29. She will put your name on a wait list.  

IMPORTANT LINKS FOR LEARNING 
 

Parent link to tutorials for accessing Parentvue, Canvas, Zoom, and 
iReady     https://www.fwps.org/Page/7420 

 

Clever This is where your child logs into iReady:  they need to have 
their student email which is their lunch number@p12fwps.org and 
their password; please email your child’s teacher if you need the pass-
word reset  https://clever.com/in/fwps 

 

Remote learning guide which explains to families 
what FWPS remote learning is https://
www.fwps.org/Page/7542 

 

PTA NEWS 

Star Lake PTA is celebrating Staff Appreciation 
Week May 4-8. If you want to participate 
please have your student make a piece of art work, letter or 
a miss you sign for their teacher or staff member they wish 
to honor. Take a picture of it and email it to:                        
starlakepta@gmail.com. We will compile a slide show to 
send to the staff. Photos are due by May 1st! 
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Library News  

Hello from Ms. Nelson, Star Lake Librarian! There are many free opportunities for students to read Ebooks at home. All of the links 

are at Star Lake Library homepage library.fwps.org.  

Here are the highlights: 

• KCLS Student Accounts Ebooks - The link is under Public Libraries. Click on KCLS Student Accounts. Username is stu-

dent number with 210 in front. Password is: last four digits of student number. Example: 210123456  password example: 

3456. Students can read ebooks on any devise, can put ebooks on hold with an email address and can have ebooks checked 

out up to 21 days. The ebooks automatically return on day 21 with no overdues.  

The following links are under the Ebooks and Reading section: 

• Capstone free Interactive Ebooks- visit at mycapstonelibrary.com to read thousands of ebooks in many different genres 

including picture, chapter, non-fiction and graphic novels. Username: continue and password: reading 

• PebbleGo Ebooks for K-3 in English and Spanish 

  pebblego.com Username: engaged Password: learning 

• Pebble Go Next for grades 3-5  pebblegonext.com Username: engaged1 Password: learning1 

• Unite For Literacy has many non-fiction ebooks all with photos, English narration for listening along. Great for beginning 

readers and ELL students. Book topics: animals, pets, science, math, community, art. Uniteforliteracy.com.  Just click on a 

book cover and it will open. Click on the speaker button at bottom of the page to listen.  

• International Children’s Digital Library has ebooks many different languages including English, Spanish, Tagalog, Arabic, 

Dari, Farsi, Pashto and others.  Visit en.childrenslibrary.org.  

Brainpop, Brainpopjr, Brainpop espanol and Brainpop ELL offers educational videos on a variety of topics including math, social 

studies, biographies, science, reading and writing, health, arts and technology. Students can watch videos, take fun quizzes, do activ-

ities and games on a variety of topics. Click on the Brainpop links under Fun Sites at Star Lake library homepage. Login : starlake 

password: eagles1  

April is National Poetry month. Visit Shel Silverstein’s website on the library homepage under Poetry for fun poem and drawing 

activities under their Learning Resources tab. Shelsilverstein.com 

Students and parents can email Ms. Nelson with any questions, comments, help or just chat about books at jnelson@fwps.org. Visit 

Ms. Nelson’s Canvas webpage at https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/58061 

Keep reading and learning! 

Ms. Nelson    

MEAL PROGRAM CHANGE  

As a reminder, our meal program model will be shifting to provide 5 days’ worth of meals every Monday. This change will begin 
Monday, April 27, 2020. Star Lake families nearest meal pickups are at Appian Way, 25818 26th Pl. S. Kent, WA 98032, 12:20 – 
1:25 p.m., Thomas Jefferson High School, 4248 S. 288th St. Auburn, WA 98001, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. and Mark Twain Elementary 
School, 2450 S. Star Lake Rd. Federal Way WA 98003, 11:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.  Please see https://www.fwps.org/Page/7460  for other 
locations and more information. 

WHY THE CHANGE?  

Reducing to a one-day meal pick-up schedule supports the governor’s “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” order, 
saves on transportation time and cost for families, and helps keep our community healthy and safe.  

HOW WILL THE MEAL PROGRAM WORK?  

Meal pickup will occur on Mondays only. One exception: Since Monday, May 25 is a holiday (Memorial Day), distribution will occur 
on Tuesday, May 26. Parents may pick up a week’s worth of free meals (five breakfasts and five lunches) for their children.  

New change from USDA: Parents may pick up for their children ages 18 or younger. Child does not need to be present.  
All ten meals will be provided in two grocery bags to ease transportation. The bags will come with a five-day menu to ensure the 
meals provide nourishment for all five days.  

https://www.fwps.org/Page/7460


10 Tips for Talking About COVID-19 With Your Kids 

If you are a parent or caregiver and feeling unsure about what to share, how much to say, and ways to navigate COVID-19 when so much is uncertain, 

you’re not alone. Families the world over are with you on this one. Here are some tips to get you through as the outbreak continues.  

1. Make children feel safe.  Kids may be all but immune from this new virus, but they are susceptible to the anxiety surrounding it. Watch your 

words and tone. Stay calm. Reassure children that this is temporary and that they, and their caregivers, are going to be just fine. 

2. Give them facts, and let them lead the discussion.  Children need simple, honest answers. You might say: “The coronavirus is a type of 

germ. These germs are very, very tiny, and when they get inside your body, they can make you sick. The germs get in your body through your 

nose, mouth or eyes. When someone coughs and touches a doorknob, and then you touch the doorknob, those germs might get into your 

body. It’s helpful to wash our hands a lot and try to stay away from big crowds.” 

3. Give them power — and responsibility.  Kids do better when they have power; it’s one of their emotional needs. But with great power comes 

great responsibility, right? Kids can help their neighbors and loved ones stay safe and healthy if they frequently wash their hands with soap 

and water for 20 seconds, or as long as it takes to sing “Happy Birthday” twice. Remind them to wipe down their devices often, as well, and to 

cough or sneeze into their elbows or a tissue. You might tell them that hand-washing is like kryptonite to the coronavirus, and hand-sanitizer is 

a perfectly good stand-in when they can’t find soap and water. 

4. Let them know what to expect.  The rough part here is we don’t know exactly what to expect in the weeks and months ahead. But we do know 

some things. We know, for instance, we’re going to be seeing a lot less of the people in our lives. We know that we’re going to have to find 

creative ways to pass the time at home. We know that we aren’t going to have access to all the foods we like, and that we’ll have to work hard-

er to keep ourselves, and our homes, clean. 

5. Empathy, empathy, empathy.  So much good can be done when we allow our kids to express the full range of their emotions, and when we 

receive those feelings with empathy. For small children with big emotions, get on their level and say something affirming like, “I imagine you 

are worried about getting sick. I wonder if you are frightened about all the things that are suddenly changing.” For kids feeling the pinch of iso-

lation, you could say, “It’s so frustrating to not compete in your dance team program. You had looked forward to that for months!” You don’t 

have to agree with a child’s thoughts or feelings to acknowledge them without judgment or minimizing. 

6. Keep your child’s developmental stage and temperament in mind.  Depending on their ages, stages and temperaments, some children will 

require more reassurance or more time to transition than others. The situation is unique, and so is your child. Keep your expectations in check. 

If things go sideways in unexpected ways, it might be a good time to say “isn’t that interesting?” and let it go. 

7. Try to maintain a normal routine.  It’s not easy to stick to routine when school closures have upended our routines massively. But try to estab-

lish a new routine, as best you can. As we all know, some kids are frightened and overwhelmed by big changes in their environments. For 

these little ones, allow plenty of time for them to adapt to the new system. 

8. Model the behavior you want to see.  Children look to us for guidance and support, especially in trying times. Model a positive confidence 

about the topic, and stay grounded. That goes for issues like hygiene and social isolation, too. You can’t expect a 6-year-old to wash her 

hands or a 10-year-old to isolate from his friends if their parents aren’t willing to do the same. 

9. Consider adjusting the screen time limits.  With so many of us working from home, and unable to count on our usual childcare, getting by is a 

good thing; this isn’t the time to beat ourselves up. If you need to temporarily adjust your screen-time limits, do it. Just be smart about it; if you 

loosen all the limits around addictive games or programs, those things will be much harder to manage after things calm down. Without school 

recess, you may want to implement “yard time” to get them moving. Also, if possible, encourage the use of social apps, such as Skype or 

Facetime, where your kids can interact with others. Social connection is important, especially at a time of social distancing. Virtual playdates 

may help keep cooped-up kids feeling balanced and sane. 

 10. Take care of yourself.  These are anxiety-producing times on a number of levels; we parents are shouldering a lot. Be sure to take care of 

yourself. Do things that make you feel good and centered. Do whatever you can to calm your own nerves so that you have the ability to handle your 

children’s difficult questions and challenging behavior. 

The days ahead will be different for us all, and difficult for some of us. But this need not be a bad time for your family. Take this opportunity to reflect and 

make some positive changes to your new normal. Slow down and play games, read books, snuggle and cuddle, cook together, authentically connect 

and play together. You and your child will get through this — and, if you’re lucky, you may even be a little better for it in the end. 

Thomas Russell, W. (2020, March 16). 10 tips for talking about COVID-19 with your kids. Retrieved from https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/10-tips-

for-talking-about-covid-19-with-your-kids 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns!   

Tiffany Williams 

tiwillia@fwps.org 

(619) 618-0711 (google voice) 
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